Getting the Most Out of Math Jewels

How can we balance open-ended discovery, in-depth exploration, and accountability?

1) Questions 

a) For each site, develop 2 or 3 questions that are probing and open-ended, providing some direction and some flexibility.

b) Webquests – create a page asking students to: 

i. collect specific information

ii. analyze information

iii. try one or more specific or open-ended tasks    and/or

iv. develop a computer project to apply or synthesize some aspect of the site visit.

2) Classroom environment  

a) See "Teacher Self-Assessment Checklist in a Constructivist Computer Lab"

b) Organizing a math classroom for computer activities

i. see "Constructivism Meets Technology"

ii. partners, small groups

iii. student mentors
3) Assessment of understanding

a) teacher's informal observations and notes

b) assessment rubrics –   

see Kathy Schrock's Assessment and Rubric Information   http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/assess.html
c) teach a friend

d) learning journal

e) printouts of screenshots with captions for a portfolio

f) digital portfolio

g) improvement on some standard measures

h) extension activities
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